). The first of these spots (^, the scutellar spot) lies on the suture at the scutellum and is common to both elytra; the humeral spot (1) lies at the humeral angles; the lateral spot (2) lies at one-third of the length of the elytron, near the external border; the discal spot (3) at two-fifths of the length of the elytron, closer to the suture than to the external border; the marginal spot (4) at two-thirds of the length of the external border, and the apical spot (5) at four-fifths of the length of the elytron, closer to the suture than to the external border. Among the American species only Coccinella undecimpunctata Linnaeus, some varieties of C. johnsoni Casey, and C. transversoguttata Falderman var. nugatoria Mulsant have the basic elytral pattern of the genus unchanged. In all other species some of the spots are either absent or confluent with others. Especially frequent is the fusion of spots 4 and 5 into a common apico-marginal spot (4 + 5 Casey, 1899, p. 88. -Leng, 1903, p. 198; 1920, p. 216. -Johnson, 1910, pp. 59-60. Body subhemispherical. Head with a broad, undulate, yellowishwhite band across the front, and with yellow anterior margin of the clypeus.
Pronotum and pronotal epipleura with white subquadrate marks in the anterior angles, anterior margin of the pronotum more or less broadly white. Mesepimera and metepimera, the posterior ends of the metepisterna, and in males a spot on the anterior coxae and a stripe on the anterior femora, yellowish white. Head, pronotum, and elytra alutaceous, obscurely punctulate with the punctures somewhat stronger near the external margin of the elytra. Elytra yellow or orange, with nine black spots (K, 1, 2, 3, 4 Casey, 1908, p. 403. Leng, 1920, p. Leng, 1903, p. 198; 1920 , p. 216.-Johnson, 1910 454, 1835. -Leng, 1903, p. 199; 1920, p. 216. -Johnson, 1910, pp. 61 Infundibulum also similar to that of C. novemnotata, but relatively longer and more slender.
Casey (1899) Dobzhansky, 1926, fig. 1 Lenq, 1903, p. 199; 1920, p. 216. -Johnson, 1910, p Leng, 1903, p. 198; 1920, p. 216. -Johnson, 1910, p. In a more recent paper, Casey (1908, p. Dobzhansky, 1926, fig. 6) Casey, Johnson, 1910, p. 63. Leng, 1920, p. Leng, 1903, p. 198; 1920, p. 216.
Elongate-oval, less convex than any other American species of Coccinella.
Head and pronotum similar to C. difficilis Casey. Anterior angles of the pronotal epipleura with quadrangular white marks in females, and only narrowly white in males. Mesepimera white, metepimera black. Punctulation of the pronotum and of the elytra dense and strong, becoming much stronger toward the external margin of the elytra and toward the sides of the pronotum. Elytra orange, with a large, obcordiform scutellar spot (}0, a rather broad black stripe along the suture, an oblique black fascia on the disk (spots 2 + 3), and a tranversal black spot in the posterior third of the length (spots 4 + 5) Length of the body, 5.5-5.8 mm.
Male genitalia (fig. 8) .
-Penis similar to that of C. difficilis Crotch, but considerably longer than the paramera, the distal process much longer and less pointed at the end. Basal plates wider than long. Sipho very short and thick, the siphonal capsule rather small and rounded.
Female genitalia (fig. 27 ).-Receptaculum seminis long and slender, cornu almost pointed at the end, ramus wide, infundibulum not dilatated at the posterior end.
The American representatives of this species were described under the name perplexa Mulsant. The identity of perplexa Mulsant with the palaearctic species trifasciata Linnaeus was the subject of a dispute between Casey and Leng (see Casey, 1908) . I find myself in a complete agreement with Leng, who regards perplexa as a mere synonym of trifasciata.
The only difference between the American and the Eurasiatic specimens of this species is the presence of the white margin of the pronotum in the former. Johnson (1910) found an individual of perplexa having no white margin on the pronotum. Furthermore, this character is sometimes found also in Asiatic specimens (Dobzhansky, 1926) . The genitalia of the American and the Asiatic specimens are quite alike (cf. Dobzhansky, 1926, fig. 10 Leng, 1903, p. 200. Coccinella perplexa Mulsant var. eugenii Mulsant, Johnson, 1910, p. 57. Leng, 1920, p. Leng, 1903, p. 200. Coccinella perplexa Mulsant var. Juliana Mulsant, Johnson, 1910, p. 57 . Leng, 1920, p. (Dobzhansky, 1926) Dobzhansky, 1926, fig. 4 
